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I should 
\ head out 
Se i y now. 
Asy 
sj} Shuuichirou ¥ 
| -kun, are you ae 


If there’s cy 
anything 
we can do 
to help... 


Thank you 
for taking 
care of Granny 
while she was 
in the hospital. 


certain you'll 
be fine 
all alone? 


l appreciate 
everything 

you've done 
for me up 
until now. 


There’s 
no reason 
for him to 

leave town... 


He doesn't 
have any 
family besides 
Toshiko-san. 


Toshiko-san 
found him 
She passed away |. 7 \ abandoned 
the other day, and § ‘ = at the shrine, 

there’s no one else " 

for him to rely on... fF Vey | believe 

: that was when 

she was about 

sixty years old. 


and took him in. 


Even if he 
remained in town, 
the only work 
available would 
be as a farmer... 


A shrine, 


this deep 


in the 


Please 
pardon my 
intrusion 


irrevere: 


Please 
watch over me 
so that | can 
live out the rest 
of my life 


peacefully. 


Se 
es 


Don't 
turn 


‘ around. 
realize you 


can hear them, iM Pretend 
they will come (W}} you can’t 


after you. : hear them. 


As you get older, 
the ability to see 
and hear them 
will fade away. 


lve possessed 
what people 


would calla 


and 
due to that, 
(often get 
swept into 
strange 
situations... 
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| definitely 
still see and 
hear them...! 


Why am | 
always so 
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residing 
in that 
shrine. 


It seems that 
you are quite 
susceptible 
to their 
encroachment, 
so it is best that 
you be careful. 


There is 
no longer 
a god... 


It was once 
beloved of 
many people 
but now and flourished, 
it has fallen 
to ruin, and 
something else 
has infested it 
and taken over. 


You must be 
hungry... 
Please have 


mountain 
monk?! 


He has 
legs... 


He’s 
human, 
right? 
Even if he’s 
wearing 
a strange 
mask. 


? 


call you 


_—_— 
1s) _ 


==>} What shall 


It tastes 


There are just 
too many 
unknowns 

about him... 

1 should hurry 

up and 90... 


You are injured, 
so you should 
stay off your feet 
for today. 


read his 
expression 
at all... 


Thank you 
th 
Well then, jolt 
I think it’s ; 
time for me 
to... 
a Z g 
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il 
| 


iH 


It would be 


dangerous It is getting 
for you to ak late into the 
descend down night. 


the mountain. 


1} Your clothes : 
are dirty, so abe that there is 
Pve read about {f{ You should { es: ) | only one 
this in a book : E /, ; mattress... 
or something le 
before. 


unfortunate 


Please go ahead 
and rest first. 
Here is aclean 
set of clothing. 


they kidnap 
young boys to 
use as sexual 
tools, and then 
discard them 
on the 
mountain, 


mountain monks 
are forbidden 
from having 

sexual relations 
with women, 


Maybe 
the reason why 
he wears that 
weird mask is 
so he can’t be 
identified? 


AO: 
RS 


What’s going 
to happen from 
here on out..? 


ee 
. a 


need 
something? 


fener Neg 


He really... J dl } 4 . your body 
is a mystery... | hurt sleeping 
ina spot like 


something 
the matter? 


not sleep? 


Why are you 
treating me 
so well? 


Giving me 
food and 
a bed to 

sleep on... 


perniaps There is no 


now that you / 1 particular 
bring it up, y y reason for it. 


it is because However, 


| cannot think 
of you as 
a stranger. 


Shuuichirou-san, 

In addition, < | f your aura is quite 

you possess / similar to a person 

strong divine . : that was very dear 
power. oe hs to me. 


7 & 


. 


I realized it 
as soon as 
we met. 


That you are 
“just like me.” 


Divine 
power... 


Is that what 
you'd call it? 


Because of it, 
everyone 
treated me as 
a freak... 


surrounding 
people close 
to death... 


nay 


But... 
that doesn't 


matter 
anymore. 


No...... 


Then 
feel free to 
stay here 
as long as 
necessary. 


but 
you will have 
room and board 
guaranteed, 
at the very 
least. 


That’s part of 
the reason why 
(couldn't make _ 

any friends. . 


Seeing things 
thatarenst 
human®™ 


(twasn:t’a’constant; 
sometimes it happened 
out of,the blue=: 
Or,if,(didn:t'concentrate 
onit; -wouldnit'see 

anything: 


Do 
you have I'm going to 
any leads an area where 
to do so? no one knows 
who lam, 
ee A 
: ae 
ea : _ 
\S 
= : solcan 
start over 
fresh from the 
beginning. 
Itis a two 
and a half 
hour walk 
to the town at 
the base of 


the mountain, 


That mask 
is a little 
so | would 
appreciate it 
if you could 
take it off... 


g 
g 


showin: 
my face to 


lam not 
comfortable 
someone 
lam meetin: 
for the first 
time. 


all right? 


Thank you. } 


I'm going 
A togosleep 
/-\ Good night! 
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Wenlbearsratstrong 
mesemblancer. 


tothe manin 
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Chapter 


I'm the one 


going into 
town today 
too, huh? 


Shuuichirou-san, |} You know, 
you will lose your i [ I think 
supernatural : we would 
powers as you ] make more 
reach adulthood. \ 
i 


fortunetellers 
rather than 
= going to sell 
Granny freshwater fish 
said the same in town. 
thing to me... 


But they’re |= 
just as : 


strong 
as ever. 


Please 
be careful 
andhave (¢ . = Vl be off 
a safe trip. | then. 


It has 
gotten 
Three months quite cold... 
have passed 
since | began 
staying with 
Ten. 


Tiarella 
and he’s is great as also very 
knowledgeable tempura, skilled at |! ’ \ 
inmany areas, but the sap catching ‘ Justetly \ 
but doesn’t from the leaves fish; |. TDS Sagppeat’s | 
show it off. is also good F y ‘ Disavh 
He's very for bug bites... . 


humble. 


skilled in 
martial arts, 
and moves 


fault 
lies in... 


| would 
feel bad if }- - 
| kept staying |- | «1 4 
with Ten |- 2 ai 
like this... Meee ee etal doles, 
“ttf hold back at all 


just because |. HIS 
he doesn’t want } . EXTREME 


to be the one g | SHYNESS. 


to go to town. 


| have to 
find work 
soon... 


Thank you 
for always 

v selling to us 
at sucha 

great price. 


No, 
thank you 
for always 
purchasing 

it. 


Welcome~ 
Come on 
over! eS 


Apples 
Ur | UT are on sale 


Sir, doing Guess 


something ri buy one 
like this... My for dinner... 
oy wallet’s 
—ywyas missing! en tikes fruits 
= Z S anyway: 


Ss) 


No, 
| definitely 
had it in here.. 
That’s odd... 


Excuse 
me... 


It wasn’t 
me! 


Hold on!! 


You...!! 


(WAS INA 
DIRE PINCH SINCE 
(WAS CARRYING 

A FORTUNE TO 
a MAKE SOME 


PURCHASES. 


saying? 
It’s my treat, 

of course! 

When | say This is our 
our bar, izakaya, 
| mean it’s anyway. 

my grandpa’s 
store. 


It’s the ma eu good, 


first time 7 


No 
problem! 
Eat up! 


(mM AMAZED 
you coulp 
TEU wio 

(T WAS! 


I'm Ukyou 
Yoshida. 


eat whatever 
you like! 


Losing “ 5) Ge, ra | P ereros 
your 
parents, 


and ending 
up at some 
unknown 


sietah sl That’s a lot 
monk’s to have to go 
place... 


through... 


On the... 
mountain. [- 


But it’s a lie 


Could it 


that he sa be that 
mountain you were 
monk. 


; rosti- 
The practice . 


was supposedly 
abolished in 
the Meiji era. 


Is that 
monk guy 
safe to be 
around? 


knows about 
that stuff since 
he returned to 
a secular 
life. 


Ah... 
Well, | simply 
think of him 
as a mountain 
monk but he 

hasn't said 
he is one. 


No, it’s just 
that there have 
been all these 
inexplicable 
incidents 
happening 
pretty often in 
the area... 


he’s a really 
dangerous 
criminal, 

you know? 


Some boys 
have been 


disappearing 
without i 
warning. | = 
And, ay 
specifically, f 
they're all boys People 
in their teens. around town = 
7?) have been saying < 
they were 
“spirited 
a 
ies 


What are 
you two 
talking 

about? 


Is the 
2nd floor 
available? 


Ookouchi 
-san! 
Welcome! 


Wi y ‘ \ 
4 4 
Kj ‘ 2s 
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That madam... Yeah, Pa) I) 
She’s really taken | we rentit i \Zy/ ; So there's... 
a fancy to out by the \ Af =! alsoa2nd 
Ookouchi-san hour. 4 | 
recently. 


She says 
that she 
married 


people 
are crazy. 


That's it! 
You should 
work here! 


Yeah, 
let's do that! 


It'll give you 
the chance to 
meet rich folks 
and all types 
of people. 


And right now 
they’re saying 
we're ina post- 
Korean War 
economic 
boom, 


It’s business! 
Commerce! 


Learn how to 
do business here 
and use it to 
get out of that 
strange man’s 

place! 


about it? 


Thank you 
very much. 


Ukyou-san 
said that the 
mountain 
monks were 
abolished in 
the Meiji era, 
but... 


Don't worry 
about it... 
it’s my way of 
showing thanks 
for your help. 
You can start 
coming in 
tomorrow 
if you want. 


V'll make sure 
to clear it 
with Gramps. 


exhausted... 


| wonder 
if Ten is 
worried... 


Even judging 


by the era... 
makes it seem 
like it was 
a long time 
Z ag 0 Thenis > 
Ten’s outfit K-% 
simply... 
a costume? 


And | still 
don’t know 
what the 
connection 
is between 
Ten and the 
man in my 
dream, 


it’s connected 
to Ten in any 
way, but... 


I’ve never Mot ever (don't 


asked him. about his know , 
ey or how he’s 
pak lived uy 
Or where centite ne re 
he learned now. atways 
martial together, 


arts. 


It didn’t seem 
like my place 
to pry since I’m 
the one relying 
on him, 


doesn’t even 
want to set foot 
into town, so 
('m sure he’s not 
kidnapping 
the boys. 


(don’t 
know 
anything... 


I’m back. 


really do 
love him.. 


| was worried 
because you 
were late. 
How did it go? 


You do like 
your fruits. 


Oh, apples 


What did you are good. 
do today? y 


Welcome 
home, 
Shuuichirou 
-san. 


And | was 
given apples, 
so let’s 


| made 
100 yen. 


have it? 


Since 
ancient times, 
obsidian has 
been said to 
ward off evil... 


It is a protection 
charm for you, 
Shuuichirou-san. 


Please 


i It is 
take it. 


a stone 
called 
obsidian. 


I found it 
by the river 
bed and 
made it into 
a pendant. 


| thought 
| it'd be a good 


Opportunity |} 


to become 
independent. 


; I'd feel bad 
being a burden 


\ on you forever. 


YOU ATE 
SOMETHING, 
DIDN'T YOU? 


i) 


I think 
itis best 
for you to do 
| as you see fit, 
‘| Shuuichirou-san. 


| 


Iwill 
always 
be able to 
provide 
basic 
food and 
board, 


so feel 
free to 
come back 
anytime. 


No 
matter 
who Ten 
is... 


But the man 
who sits 
in front of me 
is gentle 
and kind. 


That's an 
indisputable 
truth. 


(chose 
to do so 
of myown 
free will. 


(guess it 
isn’t very 
important 
'm sure anymore... 
there are 
things 
he doesn’t 
want to be 
asked 
and things 
he wants to 
keep secret... 


No one 
told me to 
stay here. 


Shuu- 


ichirou 
Beer and... -kun, 
a bowl of can you 


motsu stew. take an 


Four days 
aweek, 


TZ (commute 


as Ten 
teaches me to work from 
- | Wormwood various ininy andes Ten’s place. 
as helps to things. A time, tgather 
relieve ee Wits anid 
fatigues a aa mountain 
Re herbs... ; 


ee 
ae 
oy 


.| \ 


That's or Yes. It is 
something also good for 
.|  tolook "i anemia and 
forward eid bad blood 


0 |cooked circulation. 


some mochi 


“| Wehave c h 
black beans Locacaes As 
| that wecan Mise iba Ao 


roast and then 
make some 


Ten, you're 
also really 
good at 
cooking. 


But you 
said before 


Granny was 
always the one 
to cook so | 


| do not 
have any 


someone 


you held memories of never really 
very dear... being cared knew:much 
for bya about it. 


mother. 


esteemed 
gentleman. 


That was 
not a woman 


but a man. 
He was 


virtuous 
and proper... 

Everyone 
admired him. 


always 
taking care 
to pay mind 
tome. 
He wasn't... 
your lover...? 


We never 
entered into 
that kind of 
relationship. 


| cared deeply 
for him but it 
was one-sided 
on my part. 


(just... 


Didn’t he say 


when we first heard 
met that | something 
resembled... extraordinary... 


rush 


someone — 
very dear... [> > 


1 


Your face 
is red, 
Shuuichirou 
-san.... 
Are you 
all right? 


make the 
bath warmer 
today then. 


(M FINE! 
TODAY'S 
JUST COLD! 


Thanks. 


Vllhelp 
you with 


tt [t's sort 


of... 


+ What is 
=” this... 
wrenching 
feeling of 
sadness...? 


The 
kinder 
he is 
tome, 


=| resemble 


the man 


he loved... 
the clearer 


it becomes... 


| The reason 
= 


——why Ten was 5 


‘so kind to me 
i 
jis because... 


It would be 
tough on you 
if you caught 

a cold. 


Like 
my heart 
is being 
squeezed 
to bits... 


_ a AN How deeply 
, ; SBM Ten cared for 
rm such : that man... 
an idiot... 


Why am | 
feeling hurt 
like this? 


\ 
oh cone Nit 
analy wo 40> 
10 io anak 
pe tie thiol 


The meals, 
the bath, 


our facial 
features...? 


\ 
x Z He was sac 0 
asolended person 
at we can't have 
anything else 
in COMMON... } 


<i 


a substitute 
for the man 
he loved? 


It is cold so 
| was putting 
ina hot 
water bag... 


The hearth is 
warm solam 
perfectly 
fine. 


You didn’t 
It'sbad have to... 
enough that 
I'm taking 
your bed... 


| don't like 
how I'm 
the only one 
being cared 
for... 


| want to 
be useful 


\ N You're right, 
\ itis, but 
LL; 4, YJ 


Is there 
nothing 
you want me 
to do for you? 


if 


there’s... 


anything 
you want me 
to do, 
please don’t 
hesitate 
to ask me. 


This is 
sudden... 
Is something 
the matter? 


live here with 
me forever? 


\ 


Please stay 
with me, 


and never 
leave my side. 


You cannot 
do that, 
right? 


Itis wonderful 
that you are 

However, so sincere and 
you should be compassionate, 
more cautious Shuuichirou-san. 
so that you can 
better protect 

yourself. 


lam doing 
everything lam 
because | want to, 
that is all. 
There is no need 
for you to worry 
about it. 


You should not 
say that you will 
do “anything.” 


In addition, 
lam not looking 
for anything in 
return from you, 
Shuuichirou-san. 
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was actually 
directed 
at me? 


Everything 
: I said just now 
It'll be cold so { was simply 
get warm under { \\ = = an example. 
the covers and 


sleep well. 


What am! 
even saying...? 


That's 
because... 


never leave : Please stay 
with me, 


something 
you would say 
to a lover. Vast ay 


‘eB 
Lt. 


1 don’t know ’m sure those 
if they’re still were words he 


alive or where wanted to say 
they are, to the person 


he loved. 


Ny 
Vill 


Y 
Lp 
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if 
he’sbeen 
| waiting — 
all'this time 
for, that — 


have 
in the / been so 


mountains, lonely... 


all by 
himself... 


; (wonder 
Uf that is Idon'thave FR whaticando RR) 
what anywhereto Bee for Ten... 
ee 
(f Ten Ten go back to. as ; 
thinks : wants... iad ‘ 
Ry he wants : AN 
Y to be oe 7 \ 


withme, [& i 
thenl... 


(would want 
to be by his side. 


jf 
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I see... 
Thank you Just as | 
for letting thought. 
me know. 


Please 
continue 
tokeepa 

close eye... 


on 

Shuuichirou-san 
in the coming 

days. 


He’s a rich man 
named 
Ookouchi-san. 


My apologies. 


| went fora 
walk around 
the area. 


Since 
I'm always 
wearing the 
same clothes, 
a customer 
gave me some 
hand-me- 
downs. 


ae 
sjieenile At 


Where did 
you go? 
| was looking 


— 


\ 


Shuuichirou 
-san, 
what clothes 
are those? 


HEY! WAIT! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING?! 


Old clothes 
remain imbued 
with the 
emotions of 
the person 
who used to 
wear them. 


It’s fine! 


That is probably You're totally 
because of Besides, overreacting. 
the pendant | don’t feel 
| gave you. 


There 
haven't been 
any incidents 


I don’t see since | started 

anything wearing it, 
weird, even when 
either... I go into 


town. 


Then... 
it’s all thanks 
to you, Ten. 


Ten? 
Why are you 
looking off 
to the side? 


PLEASE 


3 
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You really are 
so clumsy and 
bashful, Ten... 


and bashful, 
Ten... 


You are so 
clumsy... 


By the way, 
: you're always 
That is wearing the 


a secret. same clothes. 

How many of 

that outfit do 
you have? 


What? 
Everything's 
asecret 
with you. 


Yes, that’s 
the plan. 


How about 


staying home 
for east will you be 
There is the leaving now i 
snow storm to go to work 
coming. today as well? 


But | would 
leave Ukyou-san 
shorthanded 
if | called out 
without 
prior notice. 


What's wrong? 
You're acting 
strangely 
today. 


Ah, could it be 
that you're 
lonely? 


SS 


a 


Please be careful 
and come back 
soon. 


(can’t tell | 
what kind of | 
expression | 
he’smaking | 
because of | 
that mask. | 


oe 
2 
ee 
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How about 
| make 
some tea? 


Ever since 
the incident 
the other 
day, 


my relationship 


(don’t know Ten seems even 
how I should act more protective 
around him of me than 
anymore. ever before. 
Although erent 
Ten isn’t looking ic oaeianiies 
for anythin it’s like tingles run 
ones g up and down my 


spine... 


That, 
in and of itself, 
does make me 
feel alittle 
wistful... 


No, saying 
that I'm wistful 

would lead to a 
misunderstanding! 


How dol 
describe it...? 


FROMANCE 
Issues? 


— 
—— 
(he 
= > 
“4 


: Recently, 
You certainly \ it has seemed 
are aman as though 
with a lot of you were... 
romantic often lost 
experience, in thought. 
Ookouchi-san. 


Excuse me, 
Ookouchi-san. |’ 


Besides, 
it seems that 
l attract the 
older ladies. 


Even 
though 
| prefer 
people who 
are younger 
than me. 


Ookouchi-san... 
What are 
you saying 

so suddenly? 

That surprised 


| suppose so. 


Though it’s 

not like our 

feelings are 
always 
mutual. 


There have 
even been 
cases where 
l used sex 
to close 


Oh, my 
apologies, 
I didn’t 
realize. 


let’s have 
— our lunch 
- break! 
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Well, 
see you again, 
-—{} Shuuichirou 
. -kun. 
~ - — 
fe) - 
co) > 


Oh no! 
Your food 
is always 
delicious, 
I love it. 


Vm happy to 
hear that. 
Ukyou isn’t 
forcing you 
to work, 
is he? 


You're still 


living with 
the man dressed 
like a mountain 
monk, right? 
Is that okay? 


| had wanted 
to save up 

some money, 

so it’s actually 
a godsend. 


I'm going 
to go get ff 


- When | was 
TMNT To still a monk, or askin 
|! | II! } theard many Ce anue 
! u stories of people strange. 


who said they saw 
who were things like ghostly P& 

already dead women in white, Be 
appearing in front PRR 
of them, and even 


foxes bewitching /—\ Zz 
them. Vr 


I've also 

experienced 
inexplicable things 
like that, but | can 
actually touch and 
interact with 


and there’s 
no eerie or 
terrifying 

feeling. 


But that’s 
no reason 
to relax 
your guard. 


The living 
are far scarier 
than the dead. 


Ican 
believe that. 


Oh, 
someone 
dropped 

this. 


Hey... 
these are 
Ookouchi 
-san’s, 
right? 


ts 


I can still 
catch him if 


I should 


I'm off deliver this... 
after this so Heisa These 
why don't! frequent gloves 
go? patron, worsen 
after all. the floor. 


unlikely 
at this 


It’s a huge white 
mansion! 
You can’t miss it! 


um... 
He said to 
tum left 
up ahead... 


The snow 
is really 
starting to 


A ys come down. 
A jp 


On the way 

back, I'll ask 
Ukyou-san if 
1 can borrow 
an umbrella... 


Ukyou-san 
said he didn't 
want them to 

\ <}. absorb the smell 
as! of cigarettes 
or food. 


How 
considerate 
of him. 


You delivered 
my gloves 
through such 
slippery 
conditions. 
Vl arrange 
for a car. 


'm happy to hear 
you like it. 


that sweater there? 
lll give that to 
you too. 


Oh, then how about Uy 


been fine to 
hold onto it 


until the next 
time | went to 


the bar. 


It would have oes - 


\ 


It’s very 
warm. 


Ah 


Shuuichirou 
-kun, 
do you like 
pastries? 


Such 4g 


biscuits? 


don’t worry 

about that! 
It’s starting to 
snow so I'll be 
leaving soon. 


Ah, that’s 
the coat 
| gave you! 
I'm glad you're 
wearing it! 


Re oaiomencrn ee = ' | 


oe - : 
8 | 


| | 


| brought it 
out asa | | 
change of — 
winter clothes, 
but it’s a bit i} 
tight on me. és \ 


) 
i0) ‘ 


“ bE looks really Hoy i ty 


» expensive. 2 
4 You're not 
1) ‘oing to 
: Ny going 
: 
* 
‘ 
~ 
Feel free to - 
we J ‘ 
= try it on. is 
~ | have more z oe 
“1 clothes upstairs oe Bp ota 
s : ‘ 
“4 that | don’t wear, é : se 
fo so I'll go get : Bio" 
oe them foie, PLS 
of , Nie tes : 
ee 


! REE 
RR ee 
Serreteees se ae! 


1 didn’t 
come here 
for this... 


| heard 

he works in 

real estate, 
| guess but... 

rich people 

really are 

generous... 


suddenly 
so dizzy? 


feels heavy... 


Ookouchi 
San...? 


What’s wrong? 
Are you looking 
for the 
restroom? 


~ \ 
= f\\ \ q 
coals! | Same bree ull 
NSN | 
, ~e | heard iy 
There's 4 someone | [Mey 
Nas else Sl i calling = = No 
in this house ij ; cut. «= 6htlU!ttC TN NO 
besides me. Aren't you y ) oe 
simply 7 if 
4 imagining fe — : = 
S4|; £4 things? z : 
But 
I'm sure 
heard... 
What... 


is that? 


(see... 


@ clare 
Shtadow:.: 


Shuu- 
ichirou 
-kun! 


| must have 
forgotten to lock 
the door after 
feeding him... 


Because 
you came 
out of the 

blue, 


It’s 
your fault, 
But Shuuichirou! 
restassured, —_kyn, 
| won't hurt 
you as long 


as you don't 
make a fuss. 


Even 
though | prefer 
people who 
are younger 
than me... 


TT | 


/; 


| have 


A Jes 


to hurry ge : 

and ce 
tell the eS) 
police... Z, 


Some boys 
have been 
disappearing 
without 
warning. 


And, 
specifically, 

they're all boys 

in their teens. 


It was 
Ookouchi 
-san? 


t 


| won 
let you 
leave here. 


You're so cute, 
Shuuichirou 
-kun. 


You're living 
with a man, 


Ze 


What kind of 
things are you 
doing... 


with that man? 


\/ You're right, | as The ene is 
the snow | eatat own 
will probably even heavier... 


accumulate : | wonder if 
even higher i ‘ = Shuuichirou 
deep in the Z> |) \y will be okay? 


| 


\ mountains. 
IN 


4 
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N 2! 
Or. WHAT?! 
\o|  Thisis <( 

terrible. 


They're saying | ° 
Ookouchi's \° 
mansion 

is burning! 


| don’t know... 
Embers from . ee 
the fireplace 
just suddenly 


happened? Ookouchi 


= VW 
What started sam 
the fire?! 


Ukyou-san, 


Where's 
calm down. 


Shuuichirou? 


We’ Uli 

Eee a: pena 
tinguish th ; 

Per e i right?! 
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(have to hurry... 
and get home... 


Or else Ten will 
worry again... 


ll bring 
Shuuichirou 
to a hospital... 


" 


We 


So please 
hand him over 
to us 


} 
°0 


Did I... 
Could it be 
that | died? 


It’s 
different 
from my 

usual 
dream... 


A 
temple...? 


Tengenmaru! 


Chapter (Foor 


when | was 
brought to 


| was four 
years old. 


| had never seen 
my mother’s face, 
and the only thing 
that | remembered 
was the scent of 
my nursemaid’s 
perfume. 


It was a 
snowy 
day.. = | 


Mount Hiei. 


I was told 
that my father 
was a minister 
who was quite 
a ladies’ man, 


and | was 
born from 
his affair with 
a waitress at 
a tea house. 


What is your 
name? 


My name is 
Tengen. 


| became 
his 
attendant. 


look like 
aclever 


seemed to be 
a kind and 
gentle man. 


stained 


Tengen- 
maru? 


Do not worry i 
about it. ; lamso 
It should be dry : \ ashamed. 
tomorrow. a \ : : lam very 


Sorry. 


Come, 
you can sleep 
in my bed 
tonight. 


miss your 
parents? 


No... 
Since I do not 
have many 
memories 
of them. 


There are 


Simply countless Do not 
consider it to misfortunes resent 
be your fate in the your 

that you came juseaxinere parents. 

here. are those who 

lose their lives ) 
upon birth, 7 
there are others 
who are 


abandoned. 


but 
Shounin-sama 
never laid a 
hand on me. 
its so 


/ warm... 


If it 
becomes 
too tough, 
you can 
come 


many other 
children 
besides me. 


| heard 
there was 
a ritual 
known 
as child 
satiation, 


That's because 
you're from a 
noble family. 
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for your 
Shounin 


| bet that 
he’s sneaking 
Shounin-sama |Af \ out at night 
would never : and meeting up 
do sucha i § with a woman, 
thing! isn’t he? 


Who is 
Kakujou 


I'm being 
given love by 
Kakujou-sama 

practically 

every night! 


To begin with, 
Shounin-sama is 
a splendid person! 
He would never do 
anything that goes 
against the five 
precepts! 
Ah, enough 
already! 
Every word 
from your 
mouth is about 
Shounin-sama! 


ij 


You're a 
child too! 


you say such 

mean things, 

Chiyomaru 
-dono?! 


lam just 
saying that 
there are things 
children are 
not aware of. 


years older 
than you!! 


Ati te Hi a I: 
TO 
ELAS OUCH 
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You're 
always 
apologizing, 
Tengenmaru. 


they choose 
to clash with 
each other in 
order to better 
themselves 
using the 
true path. 


Please 


turn your 


cheek 


this way. 


| was worried 
about sending you 
onan errand to 
Yokawa alone, so | 
asked Chiyomaru 
to accompany you, 
but how did it 
end up like this? 


There are many 
who are troubled 
by kleshas despite 

the years they spend 
reflecting on their 
own minds. 


And yet, 

instead of 
showing 
contempt, 


‘aja ‘Jabue ‘uolssaidap ‘fisnoyeaf ‘eay ‘fryaixue se yons ‘suorjoe annebeu 0} pea] 
PUP PUIW SUOSJad © PNojO UBD Jey} Sa}e}s |E]UAW ave (WSIYPPNG Ul) SeUSAIy -N/L 


It hurts, doesn’t it? 


Chiyomaru is 
experiencing 
i the same pain. 


| adored 
Shounin-sama 
who was both 


pure and noble. 


If you will 
walk the path 
of the 
bodhisattva, 
then be strong 
of heart, 


lotus flowers... 
They were only 
buds the other day 
but now they've 
bloomed. 


The same could 
be said of you. 
You have matured 
magnificently 
compared to when 
we first met. 


OOO) =| S000 


mnt) 


oe 


| wanted 
to become 

a highly 

virtuous 


= monk like 
Shounin-sama, 


applied myself 
diligently to 
my studies 
every day. 


Flowers seem 
to grow in 
no time. 


You are so 
clumsy and 
bashful, Ten. 


They do say 
that the child 
is father to 
the man. 


The days 
passed by, 
happy and 

fulfilled. 


4 still have 
a long way 


That is one 

thing about 

you that has 
remained 
the same. 


Shounin-sama 
calls me Ten 
when we are 

alone, 


and tells me 
stories of the 


| severe trainings 


he has gone 
through. 


Until 
this day. 


You're leaving 
in three days...? 


Yes... 


How long Make sure to 
will you be study hard while 
away? I'm away. 

Will it bea 


It is severe task? 
amission 
that will take 
many years. 
Failure is not 


acceptable. 


Even if 
I do not 
return, 


you must 
be strong and 


live on. 


| don’t 
want to do 
that! 


In that case, 
please take me 
along with you! 


You haven't 
even become 
a monk yet. 


Don't look so 
devastated, Ten. 
| do intend to 
complete the 
mission and 
return, 


but lam 
not afraid 
of death. 


T/N: This seems to be referring to the Tendai Buddhist school's Sennichi Kaihougyou, which ig the 1000-day practice where a monk circles 
the mountain. The text says Shounin-sama must do a round trip around the whole world, but it probably means a trip around the world of Mount 
Hiei. In reality, it is supposed to be 975 days of walking, split across seven years, s0 Shounin-sama’s pilgrimage is probably fictitious. 
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As long as 
| do not find 
myself outside 
of the cycle 
of rebirth, 


extraordinary 
mission, where 
one must travel 
around the world 
walking almost 
a thousand days. 
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meet again in 
and place. 


While praying 
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That was the 
first time that 
Shounin-sama 
patted me on 
the head. 


Three days 
later, at 
two in the 
morning, 


we sent 

Shounin 

-sama 
off. 


The mission 
seemed to be 
going well, but 
after about a 
year passed... 


Shounin-sama 
had not 
returned. 


Three weeks, 
huh? | hate to 
say it but he’s 
most likely 
dead... 


Shounin 
-sama 
is alive. 


ig 
ih 


| continued 
waiting for 
Shounin-sama. Sam am ee | : . ‘| [must work 
hard every day 
so that [ can 
shou him hour 
[ve grown once 
he returns. 


Tengenmaru 


I will take 
good care 
of you. 


People do say 
that it’s in the 
blood, but you 
obviously show 
your noble 
roots. 


assured, 


You are said to 
be the most 
intelligent and 
beautiful of all 
the children 
here. 


You truly have 
a lovely face, 
like that of a 
bodhisattva. 


says that he would 
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and | was 

forced to 
endure his 
attentions 
every night. 


Why would 
you reach in 
and disturb 
my soul like 
this? 


It’s like 
a flower 
bloomed 
on your 

back. 


Sleep well. 


Kakujou was 

like a person 

full of earthly 
desires, 


After all that 
ascetic training, 
how could you 
still have these 
feelings? 


Hatred 
consumed 
my heart. 


Shounin 
“sama... 


and 
was ordained 
with the 
Dharma name 
but chaos of Shinsou, 
inhabited 
my heart. 


What does it 

mean to walk 

the Buddha’s 
path? 


| became 

a monk 

five years 
later, 


The 
possibility of 
Shounin-sama’s 
return was the 
one ray of hope 
that kept me 


Insolence. 


but that wish 
seemed ever 
less likely to 
be fulfilled. 


] Contempt. 


| cannot live | 
behind this & 7 Eventhough | wonder 
facade any f=] Kakujou-dono where he 
longer. a is calling for , went...? 
him... 


; | must lay 
1 Shounin-sama to 
rest and mourn 
before my heart 
is consumed by 
darkness. 


| went 
up and down 


the mountain 
so many times 


I lost count. 


And then, 
that day... 


You must 
have been 


It took so 


S 


| finally 
found you. 


Il 
\\\ 


I have broken my nails and my 
conseiousness fades in and out. 
| feel intense pain with every 
Step that | take. 


But | cannst let it end here. 


Day 353 
SS) The hematuria and 
high fever have gone 
on for days. 
My joints hurt and 
ny feet are af heavy |// 
as rocks. i 
Day 11 se 
L! feel muuch better | ay NS 
‘| than yesterday. La 
©) My mind és also He 
a: p) My 
Y A much clearer. “A 
a og All can dois to 
) | ea ” ae 2 £ keep going forward. 


| cannst eat 
anything. 
I Suppose this p 


is where I'll 
meet ny end. 


However, even if | late 
ny life, my body i 
San hae a id 
If | believe it signals 
the start of a journey 
for my soul, then that 
is at least a small 
comfort. 


es : 
e e) 
oO 
, I had a dream where 
Tengenmaru was Day 359 
calling for me. = 
é j y Ian still 
° | wonder how he ig |° ) \ alive. 
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He isa 
kind aud 
clever bay. 


| hape that 
he hasn't 
fallen sick. 


Surely, he is being 
considerate of 
others, aud is bath phe 
appreciative and f 
respectful while Staying nm 
continuing his of trouble? 


Studies. 


I simply 
cannot 
die here. 


| am gure that 
he will become 
a wonderful, 
compassionate 
monk, 


« 


| wish 
| could see 
where that 
child ends 


up. 


| still want 
to live. 


| want to 
return for | 9S 
his Sake. o-20 
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for two days 
(\\\ straight, so we 
were worried 


\ \ 


I'm glad 
you're awake... 
You were asleep 


/ 


Shuuichirou! 


That man’s 
name is Ten? 


You were in real 
danger, you know. 
They found human 
remains in the ashes 
of that fire. 


Everyone 
in town is 
talking about 
how the culprit 
responsible 

for the missing 

boys was 
Ookouchi-san. 


be) What's wrong? 


You're drenched 
in sweat... 
Did you have 
a bad dream? 


and it would 
be rough on 
your body 
trying to be 
active so 
quickly. 


l understand. 


It’s 
already 
dark 
outisde, 


mysterious man. 
He gave off no 
sense of life. 


In any case, 
the police said 
they would like to 
speak with you 
as soon as you 
woke up... 


As 
soon as the 
inquiry is over, 
rest at our 
place for 
tonight. 


Where's 

Shuuichirou? 

Did he already 
go to bed? 


No... ee a: 
} | He saidhe can't E> (COG 
aa sleep so he’s 2 

reading a book. 


Yes... 
He said he 


Heasked | was Curious 
ifpeople ae Don’t you 
Huh... can be something. Saiyhave 
What did reincarnated. religious 
ee Buddhist 


In the Buddhist \¢FFi#: 
world, there 
is something 

called The Six 

Realms of 

Existence. 


It says that the 
realm that you 
are reborn into 
depends upon 

your behavior in 

your past life. 


The 


‘ Realm 
There’s also a of the 
separate realm Gods. 
for the Lost... aE. The 
\ {Realm 
| 4 of the 
Those : Demi-gods. 
who are 
expunged i 
from the Ls 
cycle of 
rebirth. ee 
Realm 
of the 
Animals. 


It’s said that 
fallen monks 
and the like 
drop into 
this realm... 


And the 
Realm of the 
Humans that 

we're in... 


Ten and 
I were 
together 
in the 


still the 
same as 


So it was 

amemory \ \ \ This is 

and not a y \ giving mea 
headache... 


| was the 
only one 

that was 
reborn, 


What aN. oF ay | | tsiteven 
exactly... ge Y j Wi . possible... 
is Ten? | BY, to stay the 
same like 


T/N; The book didn’t have much actual text so | translated some tidbits about what | called “th 


S y 


the monks who 
were consumed 
by obsessions or 
intense grudges 
turned into 
Tengu. 


son 


You could say 
| that the Lost 
|: were also known 


H | as falling into the 
, i Realm of the 
LL A Tengu. 

f | 


A ej 


aa 


nae 


MTA 


OS 


e Lost or “maen,” and tuck it in. 


On Mount Hiei, 
the warring monks 
who fought in the 

conflict between the 
Sanmon and Jimon 
Tendai Buddhism 
lineages, or... 


Their 
spiritual power 
sometimes 
exceeds that of 
high-ranking 
monks... 


That means 
fallen monks 
become Tengu 
after they die. 


Although 
I'm not certain 
whether it’s 
true or not. 


| thought 
you had gone 
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Isn’t there 
something 
that you'd 
like to ask, 
or tell me? 


The manin 
that dream 
bears a strong 
resemblance 
to you... 


know 
anything 


Ever since 
| was a child, 
| keep having 
the same 


| want to 
hear it from 
your own 
lips. 


But | thought In the past, 


it would be d 
disturbing being Vit a 
told this by some to sie at 

strange man Srl 


out of the blue, 


| was your 
attendant. 


so | never 
intended 
to let you 
know. 


I did not 
think you 
would 
believe me 
either. 


That was me... 


And Ten... 


known ever 
since we 
sunny day. 
lsenseda 
nostalgic aura 


It was a bright, 
* 


reminiscent of 

Shounin-sama’s, 

and followed it. 

However, 

she was poor, 

and it seems 
the pregnancy 
was unwanted. 


Itledtoa 
young woman 


holding a baby. 


mountains. 


You were 
abandoned 
deep in the 


I realized 
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So | brought 
you to a shrine, If | had left 
thinking that there ; : you there, 
may be people 3 wild dogs 
stopping by “ : may have 
to offer their : attacked 
prayers. you. 


And that 


same day, 
someone 
took you 
home with 


that was 
Grandma? 


You may 
have lived 
even if | had 
not helped 
you. 


} simply could 
not allow you 
to die before 
my very eyes... 


IN ~~ 
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Because 
| couldn't 
bear to ever 
lose you 
again. 


No matter 
what Ten 
may be... 


and this 

fiendish 
body of 
mine... 


WOU 
S OA 


| thought... 
you would 
reject me... 


(t doesn’t 
change 
the fact 

that he is 

precious 
tome 


Yes 
No one is 
watching. 


That’s 
not what 


AMAZING! 
THIS IS 


PLEASE 
cALM cown, ¥ 
SHUUICHIROU 


See cee 


l asked the 
birds to keep 
an eye onyouin ROS ) ' 
case any danger i \ Z So you can 
came your way. | eae eee |) Zz see scenary 


like this 
Th every day? 
at’s 
a bit creepy... 
but that’s how 
you saved me 
from the fire, 
isn’t it? 


Yes. 
Thanks to 
that, | have 
become 
friends with 
That the birds. 
| sounds 
nice. 


Ten, you're 
not a god, 


| have been 
called a tengu, 


that mean 
you're a 
demon? 


When | realized 
that Shounin-sama 
After that, had passed away, 


As one who had my life was l attempted to 
once trained to bereft of any end my own life... 
become a monk meaning. But | even failed 
free from earthly | drowned | debased to die. 
desires, it was a my sorrows myself by 


in alcohol, stealing, 
and surely met too. 

with a pitiful 

death. 


fitting end. 


Oh... 
So Ten 
didn’t die 
at that 
time... 


That's a 


relief. 


It really 
is strange. 
lcan touch you 
and it feels like 


you're a live 


You are 
correct... 


lam able to 
touch you. 


lam happy dl 
that you are | 


safe and 


No, we should 
not take such 
things lightly. 
We must take 
special care of 
your body, so let’s 
catch plenty of 
fish too. 


Tomorrow, 
let’s make 
some medicine 
to help treat 
your wounds. 


I think it’s 
fine since 


This has 
occurred to me 
before, but... 
you're really 
overprotective, 
Ten. 


After 
that 
incident, 


(could have 
pressed assault 
charges, but [ 


wanted chose not to. 
my life to 
return to 
normal as 
quickly as 
it could. 


oF] 
Thanks to 7 
to the large 
sum of money 
the Ookouchi 
family gave me 
as compensation, 
(now hada goal f 
for the future. 


You never 
know, 
there could 
be bandits 
out there. 


lve grown 
accustomed 
That : to customer 
would be | service while 
difficult. working at 
Ukyou-san’s 
restaurant. 


Ookouchi-san 
was arrested 
by the police, 
and is under 
investigation 

for further 
offenses. 


| do not think 
anyone would 


soit should 
be fine. do you think \ 
it would be 
better to 
buy a safe 
after all? 


Actually, 
| think under 
the tatami 
mats would 
be safer. 
Give mea 


(want torun 
a shop with 
Ten once 
we descend 
from the 
mountains. 
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That’s why you 
should just take care 
of the back of house. 

You're fine as long 
as you don't have 
to see any other 
people, right? 


I... won't 
leave the 
mountain. 


Even if 
you ask 
cutely like 
that... 


You and | live 
in very different 
dimensions, 
Shuuichirou-san. 


Don't worry 
about me. 
Go to town 
and do what 
you want 
to do. 


DON'T SAY 


SOMETHING 
\ $0 Sabl 


IN 


What would 
it take for you 
to be reborn, 


Because, 
no matter 
what we do, 
l'll definitely 
end up dying 
before you! 


Isn't that 
hard on 


Well... 
Ibelieve that |_ 
thisishow | jas 
will be for all 
of eternity. 


It is quite 
interesting 
to watch 
how the 
world 
changes... 


When it 
comes time to 
say farewell 

to you, 


| may well 
hate this fate 
of mine. 


But do you 
like me as 
lam now, 


— Ten, 
= / you said that 
you liked me 
in my past 
life... 


| don’t want you 
to hold yourself 
back... Or rather, 
| want you to live 
without any 
regrets... 


I'm asking 
because... 
| don't know 
when I'll be 
reborn again 
once | die... 


And even if 
lam reborn, I'll 
probably have no 
memories of you, 
so now is the only 
time we can be 
together. 


AI 


IT'S 
TUST..! 


| EXPECTING... 


| will always 
be watching 
over you. 


Iwill be by 

your side, 

no matter 
where 


Do you like me, 
Shuuichirou-san? 


I'll be sad 


if you go 
away... 


But (’'m not 
sure if this is 
being caused 
by memories 

from my past 
life... 


Waves of 
affection 
are welling 
up inside 


because... 
it’s cold 
tonight... 


Whatever 
form you 
may take, 


whether it 
is the past or 
present you, 
Iwill love you es Shuuichirou 
regardless, ts - -san. 
because it is 
you. 


| have 
always... 


wanted to 
hold you in 
my arms... 


{f Ten was 
reborn... 


(f we were 
different 
genders... 


Would we have 
been able to get 
married and 
have children, 


and live our 


lives together 


without having if only... te A 
to worry about ) 
the judging eyes ae 


of others? 


A(\\\\ You've been 
\ looking sleepy 
I'm sorry, / these past 
I've been : ; few days... 
doingsome | Is there 

research... — 


something 
keeping you 
awake? 


Ive read all 
NY 1 can about 
Y; tengus, but 
that Ten | there’s 
can be . j not much 
reborn? info: but 
there. 


Commutin: 
Look outside! from the 
They’re doing mountain heights 
construction 


must cut into your 
sleep as well. 

In this day and age, |} 

you don't need to 

make life harder 

for yourself, 

you know? 


every day, and 
they’re even 
talking about 

a domestically 
made rocket 
in the news! 


certainly 
true... 


An 
u- 


These are 
for you, ‘ , 
Shuuichirou YB SN J PIESOHY, 
our lunch 
hours are 
already 


That's the 
young lady 


Me? Aren't 
; e you rom the 
'mgoingto [7 jumping the iiore shop 
: a matchmaking gun?! That that comes 
5 meeting next may not be sometimes! 
month... her intention Good for you. 
! er 4 
at all! Shuuichirou! 
/ You have a 
worrying wife all 


about me: lined up! 


you... 


WHAATA 


| have to 
inherit the 
shop, and have |}, 
children to be 
my heirs... 


It just 
means I’ve |: 
reached 
that age. 


There’sa |) SS can't 
| single-story }: believe we 
house over }> °\\ were forced 
there! to trek this 
deep into the 
mountains. 


Seems like 
they’re out. 


think that 
anyone is 
there? 


WA 


There are signs 
of someone living 
here, so let's leave 
one of the notices 

for them. 


If we follow 
the map, 
we should 
go straight 


from here... 


Are you 


Welcome 
all right? back. 
{ Kan, 
Uh huh. 
It seems like . 


Ukyou-san will 
be attending a 
matchmaking Lg 

meeting, so we 
talked quite a \ 
bit about it... 


j 
These are | 
splendid 
grapes. Ah, 
l received 
this froma 
customer. 
Let’s eat this 
now. 
It must have 
Ten? been tiring to 
fe carry them : ’ 
this far. - : 
—~—lUC 
Is 
Eh... something 
Itis wrong? 
nothing You're not 


like... feeling 


iP 


& 


| 


I did think 
that something 
like this 
would happen 
eventually, 


but it is only 
a matter of time 
before we must 
leave this 


You say you were 

here for too long, 

but you said that 

4 you'd stay by my 
side. 


If we go into 
town, it will 
be difficult to 
remain unseen 
and avoid all 
interaction 
with others. 


Urban 
Development 


They will Project... 


start here in 
three years. 


City Planning 
Roadway 
Development 


Ihave stayed 
here far too 
long... It was 
so fun living 
with you that... 
| couldn't 
help it... 


Let’s 
. take this 
age like you f | opportunity 
and other | Li Re &\\ and leave 
Y == Nh together, 


It would be 
unnatural if 
my appearance 
never changes, 
right? 


pies 3 Kj SS However, 
est assured. w = | would be 


Even if we cannot - \ considered a 
live together, | will = fj freak if | wore 
always be watching ff - ’ / \@ a mask. 

over you from N 


nearby. 


That’s 
not what 
I want! 


y N If you can’t 


leave the \ \& ; / | want to 
Prana ort ; { ( be together 

en neither ‘ lB ; ! 

sere , / / with you! 


| We can look 

' for an empty 
home deeper in 
the mountains 

| and live there 

together! 


lll work 
it out with 
Ukyou-san! 


When are 
we going 
to leave 
here? 


But you've 
been living alone 
this whole time, 

haven't you? 


you have 
made friends 
who will 
lam happy come to 
that I can be your aid. 
with you. 
Very, very 


At the 
very least, 
while I’m 
still alive... 


be of 
help to you, 
Shuuichirou 
-san... 
But you are 
working hard, 
and are able to 
make a living 


on your own. } 
|e 


I will go put 
the grapes 
away, SO 
please go to 
bed first. 


Nor do | wish 
to be an obstacle 
impeding your way 
on the future path 
you were meant 
to tread... 


There’s 
still time, 
so let’s 
carefully 


consider our ¢ 


options... 


I do not want 
to be a shackle 
that holds 
back your life, 
Shuuichirou-san. 


| understand 
| that living even 
deeper in the 
mountains isn’t 
very realistic, 
but... 


(f [were in the 
same position, 
(may have said 
something 
similar. 


Uf (forced 
Ten’s hand and 
chose to live 
with him, 


would only 
cause him 
anguish? 


(f Ten hadn't 
saved me on the 
day that we met, 

(may have died 
out there in the 
woods. 


Ten made me 
go sell the 
fish that ( was 
able to meet 


[twas all Ukyou-san. 


thanks to 


to be 
together 
with 
someone 
precious 
to me... 


(can’t 
believe 
_ that it’s this 
difficult... 
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Ten...? 


j1 apologize... 


without your 
permission. 


‘t 


We must repay 
the lady for her 
kindness in 
giving us these 


That doesn 
bother me... 


Really? 
I'm relieved 
to hear 
that! 


'm the one 
who invited 
you here! 


I'm sorry, 
bothering 
you on your 
day off... 


Were you 
waiting 


arrived. 


Oh no, 
please don’t 7 
concern { 
yourself 
with that! 


So... 
What is it 
that you 
wanted to 


talk to me 
Take this as 


a token of 
appreciation. 


Thank you 


|} for the grapes 


the other 


and now we're 
ina difficult spot, 
with our regular 
customers 
patronizing a 
rival business. 


So that’s 
why... 


My father has 
been afflicted 
with illness 
ever since he 
was injured in 
the war, 


It’s about 
Ukyou-san’s 
wedding... 


Yes. My family 
runs a kimono 
shop, so we would 
love it if Ukyou-san 
would allow us to 
make his wedding 
clothes... 


So | thought 
that | would 
try running 
the shop, 
but... 


It hasn't been 
going well 
since everyone 
dismisses me 
because I’m 
a woman. 


You 
should speak 
to Ukyou-san 
directly about 
something 
like this... 


And | didn’t want 
Ukyou-san to hate me, 
thinking I’m some 
cheeky young woman 
for trying to talk 
business with him... 


you please 
speak to 
Ukyou-san 
on our 
behalf? 


Ukyou-san is 
well-known 
to the people 
in town, and 
we would be 
honored... 


if he were 
to wear one 
of our kimonos 
at his wedding. 
We want to use 
the opportunity 
to bring in more 
sales. 


I'm fully aware 
that | am making 
a selfish request, 
but | never found 
the right time to 
bring it up. 


— 


OWES 
Sue 


| met Ukyou-san 
on the way back, 
and he graciously 
agreed once Il told — 
him about the 
situation... 


Having 


meat is I Why do you f 
rare... \ | keep staring 
Ne 


What kind WLI at the pot? 
y 


I'm curious 
about how 


Iran into him 
when | went to 
check the garden 
while you were 
out... 


T-that’s | || | And so | 

amazing... Wy || 1) gratefully 

. AI - took its life 
Sometimes BY eS) I 


A tis a good for this 
bears appear BEN, | thing that you meal. 
in this area : iu Om were not there, 

as well. A. \ a \\ Shuuichirou-san. 


You don’t have Itis difficult 
to tell me again, living far 
| know that. from a town, 
It'd be full of Shuuichirou 
drawbacks... -san. 


I'm glad to 
hear it is to 
your liking. 


He’s the 
same as 
always. 


| wonder 
what Ten 
intended 
to do... 


AN, 


would it be 
alright for me 

to spend some 
time away from 
tomorrow? 


ask him, 
but it’s hard 
to bring up. 


lam uncertain 

about what the 
future may bring, 
but I will go search 

for a new place 
for us to live. 


Ifl can’t, 
then... 


I'l feel 
restless 
being by 
myself... 


No, it’s more 
efficient to 
search on my 
own... but | 
do not know 
whether I can 
find a suitable 
place. 


you'll come 
back as soon 
as you can... 


You said that you 
wanted to be with me, 
but we cannot stay 
here in any case, 
Shuuichirou-san. 


rll 
help you 
search 
too! 


Am| 
causing 
trouble with 
my selfish 
request? 


That's fine, 
we'll cross 
that bridge 
when we 
come to it! 


lalso asked 
the birds to 
keep an eye 
on you, 
Shuuichirou 
-san. 


You're just 
as over- 
protective 


For the time 
being, I will see 
what I can find 

in two weeks. 


Are you 
all right? 


but you 
didn’t truly 

4 kiss me, 
so it’s not 

exactly 

payback 


| guess? 
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interested 
in my 
kimono, 


i 


You're not 
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san. 


You know, 
he’s always 
Chie 


like this lately, 


This makes , 
us seem... 


Is something 


ae ; 
on your mind? absentminded... 


‘S What do you 


think | should 


Did you fall 
in love with 
someone or 
something? 


tH? ~ 

| sHuuicHioy, |< 
DID You = 

REAUY 7! 
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Um... 
Would you like 
to see other 
samples? 


Forget about me! 
Let’s hurry up 


and select 
your kimono, y 
Ukyou-san! 


| would be 
happy to bring 
them by. 


You even 


helped get 
Ukyou-san 
to ee to for helping 
this... me carry 
everything... 


Of course! 


You've done 


It's raining, | : : 
far too much and it would Be: oe 
for me, be difficult ee - 
Shuuichirou to carry all Bei 5 
-san. “="S2 


of this by 
yourself. 


Oh, 
It’s a rainy Oh! Let me it’s no 
day and treat you to trouble 
my mother dinner to atall: 
isn’t home. show my 


gratitude! 


Once the 
rain lets up, 
l'll go home! 


cold? 
Vl bring a 
change of 
clothes. 


I'm fine! 
Don't worry 


Is Ten okay? 
| wonder 
how far he 
traveled... 


about me! 


Then I'll have to 
prepare the food 
while the rain is 
still going strong! 


Although 
most of these 
are dishes that Please 
my mother help 
preparedin yourself! 
advance and 
I just added a 
little garnish. 


Wow... 


My father 
is currently 
hospitalized, 
and his condition 
worsens on days 
like today. 


Why is it that 
your mother 
isn’t home on 
rainy days? 


They say that 
he'll only live 
for another 
six months. 


For years, 
he would say 
his old injuries 
hurt when it 
rained, and 
trouble my 
mother. 


kimonos That’s why 
get musty : | hate rainy 
as well. days... 


I'm sorry as 


However, well, talking 
today’s rain about such 
is great, a dreary 

subject...! 


since it allowed 
me to have 
dinner with you, 
Shuuichirou-san. 


You 
realized? 


| wouldn't 
invite someone 

| didn’t like 

for a meal. 


\'m sorry, 
you must be 
shocked, 
hearing this 
out of the 
blue. 


This may 
inconvenience 
you, but... 


It would 
make me happy 
if you were by 
my side. 


Perhaps I’m 
just feeling 
powerless. 


I'm sorry 
for putting 
you on the 
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woman has 


That was the 
first time a 


1 also felt 
uneasy when 
d, 

r, 


Grandma die 
so! do want 


to help he 
but 


T/N: A chanchanko is a padded, sleeveless kimono vest. 


But when 
(feel torn 
like this... 
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chanchanko 
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Is this 
Ten’s 
hana- 

writing? 


And over 
here is a 
picture of 


Hurry up 
and come 
back. 
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Are you okay, 
Shuuichirou 
-san? 


| heard that 
you hadn't 

been leaving 
the house 


I'm sorry... 
There wasn't | 
anywhere EN y) Did you 
suitable... L URN Wr find a place 
. we can live? 


You're not 
hiding anything 
from me? 


You really 
were searching, 
right? 


Did you have 
a lover? 


Did you fall 
in love with ’ nt 
someone oe You said that 
after that? you managed 
é — to live on after 
| passed away 
in my previous 


she wanted oe you staying 
to live her life : silent? 
with me. 


While you 
were away, 


That is 
something 
for you to 

decide... 


Why are you 
= = _ saying it like 
Then : ae : eee that?! Do you 
why did / io () Ve not care? What 
you even 2 ef!) |) ee are you really 
kiss me?! ee N thinking?! 


Saying that 
you don’t want 
to drag down 
my life or be 
an obstacle 


You treat me 
so kindly and 
go with the 
flow, but... 


you're 
thinking. 


Shuuichirou | 


You're just 
seeing the person 
you used to love 

in me after all, 
and not caring 
about me 
personally... 


| have always 
been honest 
in my regard 


Weis 


- 


You are Hi , 
precious ACAD It is only 
to me, so | — org natural for me 
do not wish \ to wait and see 
to harm what you decide 
Nordol you. to do. 
want you 


to hate 


If | wanted 
to be selfish 
and force my 
it would be feelings on you, 


as easy as Shuuichirou-san, 
twisting an 
infant’s arm. 


I can’t help 
myself. 
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Your life would 

be squandered 

if | chained you 
to me... 


Would | have 
to live an eternity 
burdened by 
that guilt? 


Itis 
impossible 
for you to : 
understand. Di 


Please go to 
Chie-san. 


what would 

happen after 
you pass 
away...? 


If |keep you 
by my side 
as | wish to, 


You do not 
understand 
how | feel, 

Shuuichirou 


l was 
never fit... 


to be with you 
to begin with, 
Shuuichirou 


I'm shocked... 
| had heard her 
husband was sick, 
but to think that 
he would pass so 
soon... 


Chie-san... 


Are you 
okay? 


Please let me 
| know if there's 
A anything | can 
Z do for you. 


by your side 
until you 
calm down. 


One week passed, 
and then another, 
but Ten did not 
return to the house 


we had stayed in. 


(probably wouldn’t 


(should accept have been able to 
whatever happens change the outcome 
and just live even if [had tried (was so angry 
my life. ; my best. at my naivete, 
Ten is as well as how 
different easily Ten could 
from us. let me go. 


Sooner or later, 
this would have 
inevitably 
happened. 


just forget 
about him. 


Thank you for 
even helping me 
organize my father’s 
belongings. 


Please don’t 


concern ate 
yourself You're tired, 


with that. aren't you? 
I haven't had What would 


much of an you like for 
appetite dinner? 


Your 
concern is 
more than 

enough. 


have to eat 
something. 


a 


polished so 
carefully. 


comes 
asa 


surprise. It was a gift. 


They said 
it would 
protect 


You \ Youdon't == Do you 
must have =| seemlike the wear it all 
. type to wear the time? 
received ‘ 
this from accessories 
like this. 
someone 4 
very 
special. 


Is this 
person 
the reason 
why you've 
been feeling 
down 
lately? 


I’m not the 
kind person 
that you think 


V'm not kind 
or anything 
like that. 


would you 
say that about 
yourself...? 


| wanted them 

to declare that 
they wished 

for me to stay 


was by their side. 


testing 
the person 
I love. 


Why are you 
apologizing? 


| know that 
I'm forcing my 
feelings on 
you, SO... 


| thought that 
if | told the 
person | love 
about your 
feelings for me 
that they would 
try to stop me 
from leaving 


also used 
Ukyou-san 
so that | could 
It seemed have a chance 
like you had to talk with you, 
someone in Shuuichirou-san. 
mind when 
you were 
talking with 
Ukyou-san, 


sol did 
think that 
there was a 


person you 
had feelings 


What would 
be the correct 
choice and 
I just... what would 
can't choose... be wrong... 


don't know 
anymore... 


I thought When my father was 
he was injured in the war and 
speaking became ill, he would 
nonsense : wail that he must have 
and being : - | done something 


stupid... 


absolutely terrible 
in his past life to 
deserve what 
happened. 


| don’t want to 
think of my life as 


6. 


| full of regrets over F 
i] the road not taken, W sees 
or things | chose to ss ‘ 
— I let go or had no ee like 
—= : ate or 
luck with... destiny. 


| deliberately 
made all of 
these choices 
and created 
this life of 
mine. 


| want to 
be with you, 
Shuuichirou 
-san. 


I say 
that now 
so there are 
no regrets 
later. 


So much of life 
is under one’s 
control, such as 

the choice of what 
to eat or how to 
spend a day off... 


However, 
no matter how 
hard you try, 
you can’t change 
who you fall in 
love with. 


(mcertain... 


(can’t possibly 
imagine... 


what he must 
have suffered 
through... 


Even if he fell 
in love with 
someone else 
in the future, 
(wouldn’t fault 
him for it... 


Perhaps there’s 
evena child 
out there that 
has Ten’s blood 


running through 
their veins... 


Love is so 
unfair... 


that (don’t know 
even half of what 
there is to know 
about Ten. 


Such as when 
he lived... 


Who he met 
throughout 
his life... 


Or when 
he passed 
away... 


(decided 


that | would 
be with Ten, ‘Seah 
and yet | grew things 
uneasy at the have been 
implication of different... 
another person 


in his life. 


(began to 
doubt whether 
(could truly... 


entrust my life 
to Ten. 


| was just 
feeling 
Jealous. 


(was so anxious 


and full of doubts... 4 _ 
7s 
fi, L/F 
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... because 
already loved 
Ten this much. 


The sun is 
setting... 
| feel like I've 
been walking for 
at least five hours 
already... 


but my mind 
is clear. 


...also walk in this 
same manner... 


for the sake 
of another...? 


| thought 
thadn’t 
seen you for 


a while... 


f- | Shuuichirou 
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When I can't 
move anymore, 
you'll be the 
one looking 
after me... 


It'll also be 
your duty to 
bury me. 


| won't allow 
you to live 
all alone. 


You're going 
to be with me 
until | die. 


Seventy 
years! 


seventy years 
of your life... 


I'll give you 
seventy years 
of mine! 


Because 
Il love you. 


Don't ask 
me that... 


after all 
this time. 


aa mM i/ 
yi 


But it was 
impossible 
for me to 
forget you. 


| betrayed 
and hurt many 
people. 


\ 


— 


After you passed 
away, there were 
people who fell in 
love with me and 
there were even 
marriage offers... 


| have always 
loved you. 


I'm afraid 
of losing you 
again. 


l'll probably 
die before 
you do, 


Despite that, 


| want to be 
with you. 


but | want 
to live my life 
with you, 


You can make 
me yours, 
Ten. 


Vll give 
myself 


| don’t want 
to be apart 
from you 


anymore. 


ts eas Having 
ae someone 
’ need me . 

like this... 


f/ Lf (t was 
/ my first 


He was considerate, 


Tenis so adept 
and took care to 


at everything 
keep his distance, Even when we were yet weak... 
together, there was this 
sense of loneliness, 
but he would as if [was by myself. Strong yet 
always protect fragile... 


(know better 
than anyone else 
how kind and 
compassionate 

Tenis. 
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to regret this. 


passionately, 
as if... 


f hewas 

| me 

‘ ne affirming 
\{, Something. 


\ 
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to caress 
my body. 


by my ear 
countless 
times... 


His slender 
fingertips... 


persistent... 


Ican't 
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Are you 
all right? 


' Looks like 
a scrape 

from the 
pebbles. 


My apologies 
for pushing 
you too far. 


If it 
leaves 
a scar, 


it means 
| won't forget 


this day. 


\ lll still be able 
to recall it, 
even when 
I'm older. 


forget this 
day. 


A young man 
disappeared 
from town. 


‘ 
/ 


rememb 


The young man 
was a witness in the 
Ookouchi murder 
and kidnapping case. 
The police are 
investigating to see 
if there are any 
connections to the 


There was no 
evidence of any 
strange behavior 
| the day before 
his disappearance, 
and his belongings 


were left at his previous incident. 
Additionally, workplace 
the house that was as usual. 


believed to be the 
young man’s home, 
eight kilometers 
outside of town, 
was found empty 
with no traces 


of foul play. 


Ukyou-san, 
the bride is 
ready. 


No, | don’t 
believe in 


such things. 


Chie-san... 


Do you 
believe in 
being 
spirited 
away? 


es a gS . on He went to 
V’m - - be with the 

certain ‘ person he 
of it. o : oe loves. 


Your hair 
has grown 
longer. 


If | tie it up 
like you do, 


could | also 
become a 
tengu? 


this... 
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oh no! 
! said 1 would 


\ = be back quickly 
but it has grown 
\ so late. 


Shuu- 
ichirou-san, 
Vm home... 


| feel much ey: VAY) | Ahaha! 
better after rn’ Were you 
sleeping for / scared? 
the whole day. 
My sore throat / 
is gone too. : i] 
\ “Uz =| | Shuuichirou-san, 
: TY | told you to rest 
Be in bed... { 


aay 


Sorry for making 
you go through 
the trouble of 5 y | 
getting herbs for | ‘ } | Really...? 
\ me, but I really do | 4 
\ feel fine now. 


Vm 
happy 
to hear 


Do you think 
(fou can eat? 


Yes! 


Three months Please eat a 
have passed 
since Ten and 
(moved to our 
new home. 


aX: 


in a seasoned broth but since the wor for chicken is tori, which algo means bird, Shuuichirou is thinking of Ten’s avian friends. 
’ : 


Tonight ¢s 
~ chicken hotpot... 


repairs to the ‘Awe, , The days 


ramshackle Soe : hiive been 
house so it Ten putin 


He al was easier to more effort 
sans live in. into cleaning 


did his best . : and cooking 
to look \ thanhe had 


passing by 
peacefully. 


I still have to fix 

the leaks in the Let’s go 

ceiling and then to sleep 
prepare tomorrow’s already. 
breakfast so please 

go to sleep first. 


However, 
sometimes, 
Ten went a bit 
overboard. 


I'm thankful that 
you're doing so 
much for me but... 
I can count on one 
hand how many 
times we've slept 
together since we 
moved here. 


Of course! 
You always 7 Now 
tell me to go that you 
to sleep mention it... 
first, that’s true. 


and you won't 
let me help you 
with repairs or 
cleaning up 
either. 


| Even though | 
we're the only 
two people 
here... 


only had 
your best 
interests 
at heart... 


It feels like 
we're living 
separate 
lives... 


I know... 
sleeping 
alone is kind 
of lonely... 
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His calm, 


His 
soft hair 


the faint 
scent... 


. Of 


incense... 


Then everything 


you are familiar 


lam certain 


with the 


will be fine the next 


time I’m reborn, 

because you'll be 

able to find me by 
my scent. 


maybe | won't 
smell like that 
anymore. 


| would be 
content if 
you lived to 
aripe old age, 
Shuuichirou 
-san... 


When you were 

born, you also 

gave off the scent 
of sandalwood. 


You don’t 
have any friends 
besides hawks ‘ V'll definitely 


and crows... live a long life! 


| would feel so 
bad leaving you 
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Shuu- 
ichirou 
-san... 


It would be 
great if | could 
live until I’m 


| hope that by 
the next time 


| will be born 
you are reborn, 


as a human, 


sol can 
meet you 
normally. 


..[n another 
ten years, you 
will appear to 
be the older 


Will you 
really...? 


Then, 
when | die, 
lll beg God to 
allow you to be 
reincarnated. 


And then 
Vl be reborn 
as a handsome 
older man who 
is taller and 
more muscular 
than you. 


Just like 
Shounin-sama? 


You're 
being mean. 


SS) | 


| was just 
feeling a little 
jealous. 


